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Required Reading 

Peace Like a River by Leif Enger 
Narrated by an asthmatic 11-year-old named Reuben Land, Peace Like a River by Leif 
Enger tells the story of Reuben’s loving family and their quest across the frozen 
Badlands of the Dakotas in search of a fugitive older brother.  
 

Required Annotating (My main goal is that you ENJOY the book; annotating should 
enhance that enjoyment plus contribute to a deeper read—not be a drudgery.) 

● Whether in the book, on sticky notes/tabs, or on paper, write down a simple 
summary for each chapter (no more than two sentences; can be bullet points) 

● Underline, highlight, tab, or write on paper at least ten quotes that resonate with 
you. (If on paper, include the page number.) 

● Whether in the margins, on sticky notes/tabs, or on paper, write down your 
thoughts and feelings while reading. (If on paper, include the page number.) 

○ happy moment 
○ sad moment 
○ caring moment 
○ confusing moment 
○ something that confuses you 
○ something that angers you 
○ aha moment (now I understand) 

● Underline, highlight, tab, or write on paper the text that interacts and builds 
upon each other. (If on paper, include the chapter.) 

○ potential foreshadowing 
○ references to other parts of the story 
○ relationship of characters to one another 

 

In-class Project/Writing Assignment 

When you return to school in the fall, you will complete a project and writing 
assignment. These will be easier to complete IF you have made annotations as 
recommended.  

https://www.amazon.com/Peace-Like-River-Leif-Enger/dp/0802139256/ref=sr_1_1?crid=VEM0SXU27HP4&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.3oDBdNoqmSTu05A7_oogkQshJDcC7rbdNY7yrDRNasbROgsHa_BrxtaG_2phDbGbPVIIQLjNopDMzEKTJZyB33C6eWVwY9E6NUhiijjKwATulDGFwgC5eDwDeZJ7i31LHXs1jJAEe0N5q71UGal70cCsH2UE54zR3feVqgg15Ic_oJn0bne_BnCL5-sK3TYVvOR_z2RHzAJjU5nLNmGTFkNl6nEWyydvCdgMTrV0ImI.CkPDqGRSnNnV7ahTKZ-etSK2csC8yNCFaO4f7lZw2iU&dib_tag=se&keywords=peace+like+a+river&qid=1747686907&sprefix=peace+like+a+river%2Caps%2C112&sr=8-1

