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Summer Reading Guidelines 

English - 11 

Mrs. Vanderpool 

mvanderpool@favikings.org 

 

Required Reading 

True Grit by Charles Portis 

Charles Portis’s classic Western, dubbed “an epic and legend” by The Washington Post, 

tells the story of 15-year-old Mattie Ross, who avenges her father’s death by enlisting 

the help of Rooster Cogburn—the tough, one-eyed US Marshal known for his “grit.” 

 

Required Viewing 

After reading the book, watch both True Grit movies: the 1969 version starring John 

Wayne and the 2010 version directed by the Coen brothers.  

 

 

In-class Assignment 

When you return to school in the fall, you will complete an in-class assignment 

comparing the book to the movies, SO be sure to read the book and watch the movies! 

https://www.amazon.com/True-Grit-Novel-Charles-Portis-ebook/dp/B07MXBL7Y8/ref=sr_1_1?crid=271Y3JKI8U62H&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Ct5ppPvrU8ITtmSR7tHy0Ce2gn_gplYvTwpqvzzcM0ztpchUalLHMwg0LHo6ivTQwmQCCrhZD0MiQeAnH7s7uBHawcDIMAt0W2lIdRV0pAXX9EEFLMh1STDPyrwPQhc-fBtRpyYRqQa_cWOuuxr7Chdv-wXYIov0eWRoQH_pt74gp-KvzPm6nO5y1TIEN-bRrUHfs0mceDc2R2vz9uYWRutUZFgktK6I5z_O0ndkq2Y.chsaCp-KRDcjsEvs7waXt1IWyorMn4eHEOKeNM89U-4&dib_tag=se&keywords=true+grit&qid=1747672172&sprefix=true+grit%2Caps%2C106&sr=8-1
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